
 

 

Nashoba Full Day, Half Day Kindergarten Blended Model - FAQ’s  

The following responses are based on questions from parents of incoming kindergarten students. 

1. Will the teacher have the same relationship with half day children as full day children, as they 

won’t be there as long? 

a. During the NAEYC Accreditation visit in all 3 schools teachers were commended on their 

meeting standard 1:  “To promote positive relations among children and adults to 

promote each child’s sense of individual worth as a part of a community”.  We have 

seasoned, warm and nurturing teachers that have taught both full and half day classes.  

There is no reason to see that change. The teachers feel the blended model has allowed 

½ day students to feel more a part of the school community. 

2. Will the half day children miss learning in the afternoon? 

a. We envision the afternoon as a time for lunch, rest time, and time for additional 

outdoor and extended learning time.  During this time children will have more time to 

play, socialize and explore interests and projects.  Will learning be taking place?  Yes!  

The research shows children construct knowledge through such activities.  It also fosters 

the development of initiative, communication, collaboration, symbolic thought, 

mathematical-logical thinking, creative thinking, problem solving, all important 21st 

Century Learning Skills. Teachers plan the environment and have extra time to extend 

and enrich children’s interests as the learning unfolds.  With a small group of children 

staying half day it will give them the opportunity to work with them in the morning if 

they need extra help. 

b. Parents who choose to have their children at home in the afternoon can also provide 

similar activities such as; going to the library, museums, playgrounds, etc. and have 

playdates,  while they support their children to explore and expand on their  interests.   

3. Will the half day children have specials? 

a. Yes 

4. There is a concern that there will be so few half day children in some towns that there will be no 

one for parents to plan play dates with in the afternoon.  

a. We have had approximately 5 half day children per classroom.  Parents might want to 

form a kindergarten playgroup for this purpose.  I will be willing to help parents form 

one if needed.  

5. If children are split between classes will they feel left out (so few in each class) leaving at 12? 

a. This has not been the case. Teachers, with experience teaching in a blended class, note 
children are not affected by this and do not distinguish between children who stay and 
those that leave. Teachers also note they now feel the children attending half day are no 
longer removed from their full day peers in a separate classroom.  When this was the 
case teachers had to work hard to plan times to get together with ½ day classrooms so 
they were not an isolated group.  They feel that this new model has helped all children 



to get to know each other better. Teachers feel the new model is more inclusive and a 
“Pro” not a “Con” for children making friends with all the children they would move on 
to first grade with.   

6. Can they be in one class or split between 2 classes? 

a. The blended model is working well therefore the plan is to continue to divide them 

between all classes.   

7. We are concerned about the entire curriculum being crammed into the morning. 

a. I (Early Childhood Coordinator) continue to work with the teachers, curriculum 

coordinators and principals. We have reviewed kindergarten curriculum and schedules 

 to revise as needed, to assure we are providing curriculum based on the new 

Massachusetts State Standards, developmentally appropriate and best practices, 

according to the latest research, for all children. With this model we have implemented 

a longer half day session of 3 ½ hours.   

If you have other questions or more information contact: Cynthia Maxfield or your school principal. 

Cynthia Maxfield 

Early Childhood Coordinator 

Nashoba Regional School District 

50 Mechanic Street 

Bolton, MA 01740 

Phone: 978-779-5547 ext. 2041 

cmaxfield@nrsd.net  
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